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DR. TERRY J. MANDEL

FAMILY PRACTICE, BOARD CERTIFIED

11043 SPICE LANE

FISHERS, IN 46037


Telephone: (317) 965-2816

E-mail: tjmandel@sbcglobal.net


February 7, 2022
Nicholas Alexiou, Attorney at Law

Isaacs & Isaacs

1601 Business Center Court

Louisville, KY 40299
RE:
Larry Asbell

Dear Mr. Alexiou:

Per your request for further review of medical records on Larry Asbell, please note the following medical letter:
This is a followup letter from my initial letter to you dated July 8, 2021. As you recall on that date, I did an Independent Medical Evaluation based upon review of the records and telephone interview with the patient. Unfortunately, the constraints of COVID-19 still prevent a physical examination. A doctor-patient relationship was not established.

As you recall as per my initial letter to you, the patient is a 19-year-old male who was involved in a serious automobile accident on February 16, 2019. The patient was unconscious for a few minutes and sustained significant head injury. Since my last letter to you, I did review several pages of medical records from Heuser Hearing Institute. Their date of service was August 17, 2021. The history was that the patient was involved in a motor vehicle accident that caused the concussive event resulting in a mild traumatic brain injury. Despite returning to work, the patient continues to experience weekly episodes of dizziness, headaches, and tinnitus. In addition, the patient feels that his hearing is not as good as it used to be. The rationale for their evaluation was that the symptom pattern, presentation, loss of consciousness, and brief amnesia indicate mild traumatic brain injury from concussive event. They state that the risks are that with the traumatic brain injury the patient would have a greater risk for long-term consequences including depression, behavior changes, Alzheimer’s disease, Parkinson’s disease and epilepsy. The reason for the visit was dizziness, aural fullness, tinnitus, and hearing loss. He has a history of loss of consciousness.
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His current symptoms include back pain, anxiousness, change in hearing, intermittent headache, tinnitus and dizziness. Back pain, headaches, dizziness and tinnitus persist. Their impressions are bilateral multicanal, positioning vertigo. The presentation of positioning vertigo is postconcussive in nature supporting the history of concussive event resulting in mild traumatic brain injury that includes loss of consciousness. Their recommendations include repeat audiometrics with the audiologist as well as consultation with behavioral health specialist regarding anxiousness. There were some other recommendations as well. For further review of all the tests that they did, please see their letter from Heuser Hearing Institute.

After review of all the medical records, it is quite apparent that the patient did sustain a traumatic brain injury from the serious automobile accident with the head trauma that occurred on February 16, 2019. There was a direct medical causation for Mr. Asbell being diagnosed with traumatic brain injury from this automobile accident of February 16, 2019. The treatment that was rendered to him by this hearing institute was appropriate and necessary as well as their recommendations. In light of that consultation, I do feel that additional diagnoses should be added on to this automobile accident that were not indicated in my initial letter to you. So, in addition to the above five diagnoses that I mentioned in my earlier letter, there are additional diagnoses caused by the concussion and head injury. At this time, I would like to add the additional diagnoses of bilateral positioning vertigo for diagnosis #6 and diagnosis #7 would be mild traumatic brain injury that includes loss of consciousness. The above diagnoses are directly caused by the automobile accident severe in nature with loss of consciousness from February 16, 2019.

I would also like to supplement my initial letter to you in terms of additional medical expenses. After review of these additional records, it is quite apparent that he will have additional medical expenses for repeat audiometrics with audiologist. He will also have expenses of consultation with a behavioral health specialist regarding his anxiousness.

Further considerations in this case need to be considered because the patient is a very young teenager. As he ages, the complications from this head injury and traumatic brain injury may exhibit itself in other forms. Obviously, Larry will have a greater risk for the long-term consequences including depression, behavioral changes, Alzheimer’s disease, Parkinson’s disease and epilepsy. It is difficult to put a monetary estimate as to what this further and future care will involve. I do feel that his impairment rating that I generated in my initial letter to you would be higher at this time given the diagnosis of traumatic brain injury caused by this automobile accident.

Nicholas Alexiou, Attorney at Law
Page 3

RE: Larry Asbell
February 7, 2022

I have not provided medical care or any treatment for this claimant. I have not made any referrals or advised any treatment. I have reviewed additional medical records and not performed a physical examination due to the constraints of COVID-19. We have not entered into a doctor-patient relationship. The above opinions are based solely on the information provided and mentioned above and they are expressed within a reasonable degree of medical certainty based upon the scientific principles accepted in the medical community.

If I could be of any further assistance, please feel free to contact me.
Sincerely yours,

Terry Mandel, D.O.
TM/gf
